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Medical News: Web-based program 
targets overweight children, families 
Bear business: Build-A-Bear 
CEO to speak in Graham Chapel 
Washington People: Kane's 
surgical skills change kids' lives if 
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A Collective Outburst Of jOy WUSTL students (from left) Jasmine Taylor, Erin Moss, Jeff 
Nelson and Bianca Jackson cheer at the Danforth University Center after President Barack Obama 
finished his inauguration speech Jan. 20. Several hundred students — many arriving as early as 
9 a.m. to get a good seat — packed Tisch Commons to watch the historic 11 a.m. (CST) inaugura- 
tion of America's 44th president on a large-screen television. Said an excited Moss after the 
speech: "I'm going to hyperventilate!" 
African-American writing showcased in series edited by Early 
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR 
Those looking to learn more about President Barack 
Obama and gain an introduction to African- 
American writing in the process are advised to check 
out two new books, "Best African 
American Fiction: 2009" and "Best 
African American Essays: 2009." 
Edited by Gerald L. Early, Ph.D., the 
Merle Kling Professor of Modern Letters 
and director of the Center for the 
Humanities in Arts & Sciences, the two 
volumes are the first in the "Best of..." 
series to exclusively showcase African- 
American writing. 
The essay volume includes a piece by 
Obama titled, "One Nation ... Under 
God?" on the health-care crisis in 
America. It also includes several pieces written about 
Obama. 
Early 
"I think with Obama becoming president, there 
will be an increased interest in all things African- 
American," Early said. 
"Since the writing for these books is mainly from 
2007, due to publishing lead-time, the pieces included 
here will shed light on Obama the candidate. But as 
his presidency unfolds, I have no doubt there 
will be future essays in this series about 
Obama and his impact on the nation and the 
world," Early said. 
Like the "Best American Poetry" series and 
others, Early s series features guest editors. 
Author E. Lynn Harris guest edits the collec- 
tion of fiction and includes pieces by writers 
for young adults in addition to stories and 
novel excerpts. Author Debra Dickerson is 
guest editor of the essay book 
The first in what will be an annual collec- 
tion, Early hopes these volumes will be im- 
portant in showcasing African-American writing and 
writers. 
See Series, Page 6 
Researchers receive 
$11 million to study 
diabetic heart disease 
BY GWEN ERICSON 
School of Medicine researchers, 
led by heart specialist Richard 
Gross, M.D., Ph.D., have 
received a five-year, $11 million 
grant from the National Institutes 
of Health to continue their studies 
of how altered fat metabolism 
causes heart failure in diabetic 
patients. 
In people with diabetes, lack of 
insulin or insulin resistance makes 
it impossible for heart cells to take 
in enough blood sugar (glucose). 
So heart cells ingest and digest 
much more fat 






the health of the 
heart and con- 
tributes to heart 
disease. 
"Two-thirds 
of people with 




of medicine, of 
developmental 
biology and of 
chemistry in 
Arts & Sciences. 
"It used to be 
unpopular to assert that fats caused 
heart cell dysfunction in diabetes 
— it was thought that diabetic 
heart problems were caused by 
arterial plaques that diminished 
blood flow to the heart. But now 
we know that many people with 
diabetes develop heart failure even 
without having coronary artery 
disease. And, increasingly, research 
is showing the detrimental role of 
fats in diabetic heart disease." 
Gross said excess fat uptake into 
heart cells initiates a cascade of 
"The diabetic heart is 
energy inefficient and in 
danger of failing. It's as 
if you had a car that 
doesn't function very 
well, and you give it a 
challenge such as a long, 
steep slope — it's likely 
that your poorly func- 
tioning car isn't going 
to make it to the top." 
RICHARD GROSS 
molecular events that affects ener- 
gy-producing cell structures and 
biochemical reactions. That makes 
the cells very inefficient, which 
weakens them and may even cause 
some to die. Also, extra fats that 
collect inside heart cells as the 
result of abnormal fat uptake and 
metabolism interfere with cellular 
signaling mechanisms. That, in 
turn, can affect the signals the 
heart uses to coordinate its con- 
tinual contraction and relaxation 
cycles. 
Central to this damaging pro- 
cess are enzymes called phospholi- 
^^^^^^^^^    pases, which 
break down 
cellular fats. 
Gross and co- 
workers in his 
laboratory have 




the vital role 
phospholipases 
play in heart 
health and heart 
disease. In work 
funded by the 
new grant, 





by the abnormal 
fat metabolism of diabetic heart 
cells causes the cells to function so 
poorly. 
"In a diabetic heart, because of 
the activation of these phospholi- 
pases, the machinery becomes 
uncoupled so that not every energy 
equivalent taken in becomes useful 
energy for the cell," Gross said. "So 
the diabetic heart is energy inef- 
ficient and in danger of failing. It's 
as if you had a car that doesn't 
function very well, and you give it 
See Grant, Page 2 
Novel technique changes lymph node biopsy procedure for breast cancer patients 
BY MELISSAE STUART 
I nformation obtained from a new application of photoacoustic 
tomography (PAT) is worth its 
weight in gold to breast cancer 
patients. 
For the first time, Lihong 
Wang, Ph.D., the Gene K. Beare 
Distinguished Professor of Bio- 
medical Engineering, and Younan 
Xia, Ph.D., the James M. McKelvey 
Professor in the Department of 
Biomedical Engineering, have 
used gold nanocages to map senti- 
nel lymph nodes (SLN) in a rat 
noninvasively using PAT tech- 
nology. 
Wang's lab, the largest PAT lab 
in the world, is credited with the 
invention of super-depth photo- 
acoustic microscopy, and Xia's lab 
invented the gold nanocages. 
Their work, supported by the 
National Institutes of Health, can 
minimize invasive surgical lymph 
node biopsy procedures to deter- 
mine if breast cancer has metasta- 
sized and reduce the patient's 
exposure to radioactivity. The 
nanocages also have the potential 
to serve as an alternative to che- 
motherapy and kill targeted can- 
cers by heating them up. The 
research was published in a recent 
online issue of Nanoletters. 
PAT blends optical and ultra- 
sonic imaging to give high-resolu- 
tion images of the body that con- 
tain information about physiology 
or tissue function. Molecules 
already present in the body (en- 
dogenous molecules), such as 
melanin, hemoglobin or lipids, can 
be used as endogenous contrast 
agents for imaging. When light is 
shone on the tissue, the contrast 
agent absorbs the light, converts it 
to heat and expands. This expan- 
sion is detected as sound and 
decoded into an image. 
"Using pure optical imaging, it 
is hard to look deep into tissues at 
high resolution because light 
scatters," Wang said. "The useful 
photons run out of juice within 
one millimeter. PAT improves 
tissue transparency by two to three 
orders of magnitude because 
sound scatters less than light. This 
allows us to see through the tissue 
by listening to the sound." 
Exogenous contrast agents 
(those found outside the body) 
like the gold nanocages developed 
by Xia's group can be used to 
image parts of the body that even 
contain endogenous contrast 
agents. These nanocages are espe- 
cially attractive because their 
properties can be tuned to give 
optimal contrast, and gold is non- 
toxic. 
"By controlling the synthesis, 
See Biopsy, Page 2 
Younan Xia Ph.D. (left), the James M. McKelvey Professor in the 
Department of Biomedical Engineering, and Lihong Wang, Ph.D., the 
Gene K. Beare Distinguished Professor of Biomedical Engineering, 
examine the photoacoustic tomography machine in Wang's Whitaker 
Hall laboratory. 
J 3 2201 20361 4587 
2    RECORD WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS 
First McDonnell Center poster Session Barbara Shrauner, Ph.D., senior professor of 
electrical and systems engineering, and Mark G. Alford, Ph.D., associate professor of physics in 
Arts & Sciences, review an exhibit from the McDonnell Center for the Space Sciences Poster 
Session in the Earth & Planetary Sciences Building. WUSTL students, faculty and staff browsed - 
among 55 posters at an opening reception Jan. 15. The posters display the diversity and vibrancy 
of the McDonnell Center's research and academic interests, ranging from exobiology to astro- 
physics. "Space sciences has entered into everyone's lives through television, remote sensing of 
the Earth's resources and GPS navigation," said Ramanath Cowsik, Ph.D., professor of physics 
and director of the McDonnell Center. "Origins of life and origins of the universe are some of the 
main themes of research at the center." The posters will remain on display on the first floor of the 
Earth & Planetary Sciences Building through Feb. 6. 
MLA seminars examine 
societal role of universities 
Nominations sought for Gloria White award 
Do you have a colleague on staff that goes above 
and beyond to help students, faculty or fellow 
staff members? 
Help WUSTL recognize that employee's efforts by 
nominating him or her for the Gloria W. White 
Distinguished Service Award, which recognizes a 
staff member for exceptional effort and contributions 
that result in the enhancement of the University. 
The annual award was named for the late Gloria 
White. White retired in 1997 as vice chancellor for 
human resources after 30 years with the University. 
Nominations must be submitted by Feb. 20. 
While exceptional effort and contribution can be 
described in many ways, those making nominations 
for this award are asked to consider actions that 
strengthen the University's ability to promote learn- 
ing, help create a positive working and learning 
environment, improve the wider community and 
enhance the University's reputation. 
Nominees must have at least five years of employ- 
ment with the University and be a non-academic 
staff member in good standing. Nominations should 
focus on the Danforth, North and West campuses, as 
the School of Medicine established the Dean's Award 
to provide similar recognition to medical school 
employees. 
A nomination for the White award must include 
the nominee's name, the specific reasons for the 
nomination, a brief description of how the University 
benefits or has benefited from the nominee's actions 
and the signature of the person submitting the 
nomination. 
A committee will review the nominations and 
select the winner, who will receive the $1,000 award 
during the May 18 Staff Day celebration on the 
Danforth Campus. 
Nomination forms are available on the human 
resources Web site, hr.wustl.edu. 
Click on "Workplace Support/Policies and 
Procedures," then on "Employee Recognition" and 
then "Gloria W White Distinguished Service Award." 
Call 935-5990 to obtain a paper copy or for more 
information. 
Nominations should be addressed to Gloria 
W White Distinguished Service Award, Campus 
Box 1184. 
Grant 
Diabetic heart cells 
ingest more fat 
- from Page 1 
a challenge such as a long, steep 
slope — it's likely that your poorly 
functioning car isn't going to 
make it to the top." 
Gross' research requires analy- 
sis of the fats in the chambers and 
membranes that make up heart 
cells. He and his research team 
developed sophisticated ways of 
telling apart the myriad forms that 
fat molecules possess and for 
measuring extremely small 
amounts of fat molecules. Gross 
and colleagues, including Xianlin 
Han, Ph.D., associate professor of 
medicine, created shotgun lipi- 
domics, a technology that sorts fat 
molecules and allows researchers 
to identify and quantify them. 
In the funded research, Han 
will use shotgun lipidomics and 
other techniques to examine the 
fats in diabetic heart cells. 
Focusing especially on the cell's 
energy production machinery, 
Han will look for a telltale sign of 
distress — oxidation. The re- 
searchers think that changes in 
the fat composition of cellular 
structures make them unable to 
use oxygen correctly. The extra 
oxygen hangs around, and being 
highly reactive, it can damage 
important components of the cell. 
Under the new grant, co-inves- 
tigator Nada A. Abumrad, Ph.D., 
the Dr. Robert C. Atkins Professor 
of Medicine and Obesity Re- 
search, will research the role of a 
fat transporter in diabetic cardio- 
vascular disease. Abumrad discov- 
ered the transporter, called CD36, 
which helps bring in the extra fats 
that diabetic heart cells use. But in 
the process, CD36 sends out 
abnormal signals that could inter- 
fere with the careful coordination 
of heart muscle cells. 
Another question to be ad- 
dressed with the new funding is 
which cellular mechanisms are 
affected by the decrease in insulin 
that occurs with diabetes. An- 
thony J. Muslin, M.D., the Oliver 
M. Langenberg Distinguished 
Professor of the Science and 
Practice of Medicine, developed 
mice whose pancreases stop pro- 
ducing insulin in a way that mim- 
ics diabetes development in peo- 
ple. These mice provide a better 
model of diabetes than previous 
experimental mice and will make 
it possible for Muslin and his 
colleagues to study precisely 
how the drop in insulin affects 
heart cells. 
Biopsy 
Could be alternative 
to chemotherapy 
- from Page 1 
we can move the absorption peak 
for the nanocages to a region that 
allows them to be imaged deep in 
tissue," Xia said. "We can also 
attach biomolecules to the surface 
of the nanocages so they are tar- 
geted to cancer cells." 
The SLN, the first draining 
node, is often biopsied in breast 
cancer patients to determine if the 
cancer has metastasized. 
"To find the SLN, doctors 
inject radioactive particles and a 
blue dye into the breast," Wang 
said. "The lymphatic system 
gobbles up the injected material, 
treating it as foreign matter and 
accumulating it in the SLN. 
"The radioactive particles can 
be detected using a Geiger coun- 
ter held to the breast to locate the 
lymph nodes. Then, the doctors 
surgically open the breast, follow 
the blue dye and dissect the SLN," 
Wang said. 
Wang and Xia's technique 
allows the SLN to be imaged 
safely without radioactivity or 
surgery. A piece of tissue can then 
be removed using a minimally 
invasive needle biopsy and tested 
for cancer. 
"We will convert an invasive 
surgical procedure into a mini- 
mally invasive needle biopsy," 
Wang said. 
In the future, the researchers 
hope to attach molecules to the 
surface of the gold nanocages that 
will selectively bind to cancer 
cells, making a "smart contrast 
agent." 
Then, the nanocages will only 
be detected where cancer is pres- 
ent, eliminating the need for a 
needle biopsy. 
BY GERRY EVERDING 
What is the proper role of 
American higher educa- 
tion in shaping the values 
and ambitions of a free demo- 
cratic society, and, more specifi- 
cally, what are the University's 
responsibilities as a citizen of the 
greater St. Louis community, the 
nation and the world? 
Getting the campus and sur- 
rounding community to reflect on 
these questions is the goal of the 
Master of Liberal Arts (MLA) 
program's "Democracy and the 
University" seminar series, which 
will be held at 11 a.m. each 
Saturday in February in the 
Goldfarb Auditorium of 
McDonnell Hall. 
The annual series is sponsored 
by University College and the 
MLA program in Arts & Sciences. 
"The nature of the MLA pro- 
gram has always been to take on 
large and multifaceted topfcs, 
questions and problems and 
consider them from a variety of 
disciplinary perspectives," said 
Robert Wiltenburg, Ph.D., dean of 
University College. 
"We thought the 'Democracy 
and Citizenship' initiative would 
provide an ideal topic for inquiry 
of this sort in our February semi- 
nar series," Wiltenburg said. 
The 2009 MLA Seminar Series 
explores four issues that are cen- 
tral to a larger, University-wide 
Democracy and Citizenship 
Initiative (DCI) announced in 
May 2008 by Edward S. Macias, 
Ph.D., provost, executive vice 
chancellor for academic affairs 
and the Barbara and David 
Thomas Distinguished Professor 
in Arts & Sciences, while he was 
dean of the faculty of Arts & 
Sciences. 
"The Democracy and Citizen- 
ship Initiative is a University-wide 
effort to stimulate a focused con- 
versation among the University 
community about its special role 
in a democratic society and of the 
general relationship between 
institutions of higher education 
and a free society," said Randall 
Calvert, Ph.D., the Thomas F. 
Eagleton University Professor of 
Public Affairs and Political 
Science and director of the 
American Culture Studies pro- 
gram in Arts &'Sciences, which is 
coordinating the DCI. 
The seminars are free and open 
to the public, and no registration 
is required. 
For more information, visit 
ucollege.wustl.edu/programs or 
call 935-6700. 
Seminar topics and presenters 
include: 
Feb. 7. "Thomas Jefferson on 
Democracy, Elitism, and the 
University," David T. Konig, 
Ph.D., professor of history and 
director of the Legal Studies 
Program, both in Arts & Sciences, 
and professor of law. 
Feb. 14. "Science and Society," 
Barbara A. Schaal, Ph.D., the 
Mary-Dell Chilton Distinguished 
Professor in biology in Arts 8c 
Sciences. 
Feb. 21. "Why Universities 
Sponsor Presidential Debates," 
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D., associate 
professor of political science in 
Arts & Sciences. 
Feb. 28. "The Legal Idea of a 
University in a Democratic 
Society," Kent D. Syverud, J.D., the 
Ethan A. H. Shepley University 
Professor and dean of the School 
of Law. 
"These lectures deal, in various 
ways, with the opportunities and 
the tensions inherent in the uni- 
versity-democracy relationship in 
national political issues," Calvert 
said. 
These tensions, according to 
Calvert, include: 
• the balance to be struck 
between democratic egalitarian- 
ism and academic elitism; 
• the occasional opposition 
between science-based policy 
goals and various social interests 
and cultural beliefs not based in 
science; 
• the ways in which the law 
allocates both special privileges 
and special responsibilities to the 
university; and 
• the benefits and hazards that 
result when a national election 
campaign visits campus for a 
debate. 
Two faculty presenting semi- 
nars in the MLA series also are 
chairing campus committees 
exploring similar issues as part of 
the DCI. 
Schaal heads a DCI committee 
considering issues of Science and 
Society; Syverud chairs a commit- 
tee exploring The University and 
the National Community. 
Other DCI committees 
include: 
• The University and the Local 
Community, chaired by Bruce 
Lindsey, dean of the College of 
Architecture and the Graduate 
School of Architecture & Urban 
Design and the E. Desmond Lee 
Professor for Community 
Collaboration in the Sam Fox 
School of Design & Visual Arts; 
• The University and the 
Global Community, chaired by 
James V. Wertsch, Ph.D., the 
Marshall S. Snow Professor in 
Arts & Sciences and director of 
the McDonnell International 
Scholars Academy and of 
International & Area Studies 
Program in Arts 8c Sciences; and 
• Democracy and the Liberal 
Arts in the University, chaired by 
Gerald L. Early, Ph.D., the Merle 
Kling Professor of Modern Letters 
and director of the Center for the 
Humanities in Arts & Sciences. 
For more information on the 
initiative, visit artsci.wustl. 
edu/~acsp/democ'racy.php. 
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School of Medicine Update 
Anxious older adults may benefit from antidepressants 
M 
BY JIM DRYDEN 
I any older adults worry — a lot. 
Almost one in 10 Americans over 
age 60 suffer from an anxiety disor- 
der that causes them to worry excessively 
about normal things like health, finances, 
disability and family. Although antidepres- 
sant drugs known as selective serotonin 
reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs) can improve 
anxiety symptoms in younger adults, little 
has been known about their effects in older 
people. 
In the largest study of SSRIs in older 
people with anxiety disorders, a team of 
psychiatric researchers found the drug 
escitalopram (Lexapro) improved anxiety 
symptoms and quality of life. 
Results were reported in the Jan. 21 issue 
of the Journal of the American Medical 
Association. 
Patients in the study had generalized 
anxiety disorder, a condition of chronic, 
difficult-to-control worry. Associated symp- 
toms include insomnia, fatigue, muscle 
tension and irritability. 
"A person with generalized anxiety 
disorder spends, on average, about 40 hours 
a week worrying, so it's almost like having a 
full-time job," said 
principal investigator 
Eric J. Lenze, M.D., 
associate professor of 
psychiatry. 
"They worry about 
very real things, but 
the inability to put 
those worries out of 
their minds makes the 
condition disabling," 
he said. 
Older adults with anxiety disorders are 
typically either not treated or are prescribed 
sedative drugs such as Valium and Xanax. 
Sedatives can relieve anxiety, but their 
long-term use in older adults is linked to 
falls and cognitive impairment. SSRI drugs 
are thought to be a safer alternative, but it 
wasn't clear if they could reduce anxiety in 
this age group. 
Lenze led the study while at the 
University of Pittsburgh. His team studied 
Lenze 
177 people over age 60, with an average age 
of 73. 
Half received the SSRI drug escitalo- ■ 
pram, and the rest took a placebo. 
Participants took one pill per day. If their 
symptoms didn't improve after four weeks, 
a second pill was added. In patients receiv- 
ing the drug, taking two pills increased the 
dosage from 10 milligrams to 20 milli- 
grams. The higher dose more effectively 
reduced anxiety. 
After 12 weeks of treatment, 68 percent 
of patients taking escitalopram had im- 
proved. About 51 percent of those taking 
the placebo showed improvement. 
"We found improvements not only in 
anxiety and level of worry but also in func- 
tioning," Lenze said. "Many people who 
took the drug felt they were better able to 
carry out daily role activities related to their 
work or family life." 
Interestingly, the researchers also noted 
that escitalopram helped some patients 
lower blood pressure. 
"We noticed if their blood pressure was 
normal, it stayed the same. If they had high 
blood pressure, it got better," he said. "It's a 
preliminary finding, and more research is 
needed, but it suggests that anxiety treat- 
ment in this age group can help with other 
health problems." 
Although escitalopram helped, Lenze 
calls the benefits modest. 
"That doesn't mean an older adult 
shouldn't take an SSRI for an anxiety disor- 
der, but it appears the medication alone 
usually won't be sufficient," he said. "We're 
conducting a study that combines_drug 
treatment with a type of psychotherapy 
called cognitive behavior therapy." 
That study includes investigators at the 
School of Medicine, the University of 
Pittsburgh and the University of California, 
San Diego. It will treat patients for 56 
weeks. Lenze said the long-term nature of 
the study will provide better answers about 
how to effectively treat anxiety in older 
adults and whether doing so improves 
health. 
For more information about the new 
study, contact Grace Snell at 747-1387 or 
gsnell@wustl.edu. 
Lodge named associate 
dean for research 
Lodge 
BY BETH MILLER 
Jennifer K. Lodge, Ph.D., has 
been named associate dean for 
research at the School of Medicine 
effective Feb. 1. 
In the newly created position, 
Lodge will coordinate efforts to 
advance research at the school, 
focusing particularly on projects 
that involve multiple departments, 
multiple disciplines and core 
facilities that can serve a wide 
variety of researchers. She will 
assist faculty in identifying poten- 
tial funding opportunities and 
maximizing the benefits of school- 
wide investments in research. 














meningitis in immune-compro- 
mised individuals. Her laboratory 
is identifying biochemical pro- 
cesses essential for fungal survival 
that could be targeted by novel 
antifungal therapies. The lab has 
two major interests that have 
potential as targets for antifungal 
treatments. 
"Jennifer is an accomplished 
scientist with experience in ad- 
ministration within a university 
and medical school environment," 
said Larry J. Shapiro, M.D., execu- 
tive vice chancellor for medical 
affairs and dean of the School of 
Medicine. "She has successfully 
faced the challenges of maximiz- 
ing funding opportunities and 
managing internal processes. We 
are excited that she will bring her 
exceptional talent to the School of 
Medicine." 
"I am thrilled to be rejoining 
the School of Medicine commu- 
nity," Lodge said. "With its rich 
and vibrant research-environment 
and outstanding investigators, 
Washington University is uniquely 
poised to substantially improve 
health care in the 21st century. I 
am looking forward to working 
with Washington University in- 
vestigators who are making basic 
discoveries that broaden our 
understanding of how living 
organisms function and translat- 
ing those discoveries into major 
advances in medicine." 
Lodge was a research instruc- 
tor and research assistant profes- 
sor at the School of Medicine 
from 1993-97. She earned a doc- 
torate in microbiology at WUSTL 
in 1988 and was a postdoctoral 
fellow in plant sciences at 
Monsanto Co. from 1989-1991. 
She was a postdoctoral fellow in 
the School of Medicines Depart- 
ment of Molecular Biology and 
Pharmacology from 1991-93. 
' Lodge was most recently asso- 
ciate dean for research and a 
professor of biochemistry and 
molecular biology at Saint Louis 
University School of Medicine. 
She also previously served as a 
research assistant at the Dana- 
Farber Cancer Institute in Boston 
and at Harvard University. She 
earned a bachelors degree from 
Oberlin College in Oberlin, Ohio. 
Lodge is principal investigator 
of three National Institutes of 
Health-funded grants and one 
grant funded by the National 
Aeronautics and Space Admini- 
stration. 
She has published more than 
30 papers in peer-reviewed jour- 
nals and holds a U.S. patent for 
virus-resistant potato plants. 
Framing the iSSUe William Julius Wilson, Ph.D. (second from right), director of the Jobless- 
ness and Urban Poverty Research Program at Harvard University's Malcolm Wiener Center for 
Social Policy, talks with (from left) Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton; Larry J. Shapiro, M.D., executive 
vice chancellor for medical affairs and dean of the School of Medicine; and Will Ross, M.D., 
associate dean for diversity, director of the Office of Diversity Programs and associate professor 
of medicine, after Wilson gave the Martin Luther King Jr. celebration lecture Jan. 19 in the Eric 
P. Newman Education Center. The lecture, sponsored annually by the School of Medicine's Office 
of Diversity Programs, was titled "Framing the Issue: Political Discourse and Race Relations in the 
Barack Obama Era." 
Online weight-loss study seeks to educate parents 
BY JIM DRYDEN 
School of Medicine obesity 
researchers are recruiting 
families for an online program 
aimed at young children that 
targets healthy eating and physical 
activity. 
The 10-month study will eval- 
uate the effectiveness of Food for 
Thought, an investigational, 
Internet-based program for par- 
ents of overweight 2- to 6-year- 
olds. 
"The computer intervention 
teaches parents and caregivers to 
provide healthy food and activity 
choices for their children," said 
Denise E. Wilfley, Ph.D., principal 
investigator. "Children in this very 
young age group already are 
drinking sugar-sweetened bever- 
ages. They're watching television, 
which exposes them to food in- 
dustry advertising and conditions 
them to want food and drinks that 
often aren't healthy." 
Obesity is a problem for many 
Americans, including young 
children. About one-fifth of U.S. 
children are either overweight or 
obese, which puts them at very 
high risk for obesity as adults. 
Among those who are overweight, 
65 percent of white girls and 
84 percent of black girls grow up 
to be obese women. Some 71 
percent of overweight white boys 
and 82 percent of overweight 
black boys become obese men. 
As children grow into over- 
weight and obese adults, they face 
mounting medical complications 
such as diabetes, high blood pres- 
sure and heart disease. By inter- 
vening at younger ages, the inves- 
tigators say it may be easier to 
alter a child's activity patterns and 
dietary habits so that young chil- 
dren may develop long-lasting 
healthy eating and activity behav- 
iors. But young children don't 
have the power to control their 
own environment, so parents are 
the cornerstone of the program. 
"Food for Thought encourages 
parents to change the structure of 
their own eating and activity 
patterns," said Wilfley, professor of 
psychiatry, of medicine, of pediat- 
rics and of psychology. "There are 
some data to suggest that as par- 
ents increase their intake of fruits 
and vegetables, children will eat 
fewer so-called 'red foods' — calo- 
rie-dense and 
non-nutritious 








it may seem 
odd to ask 
people to sit at a computer to lose 
weight, but said previous Internet- 
based treatments for overweight 
and obese adults and adolescents 
have worked. The program also is 
intended to be convenient for 
parents and caregivers because 
they have access to the material 
anytime and do not have to worry 
about traveling to a weekly clinic 
Wilfley 
appointment. 
Parents are asked to log on to a 
Web site for about an hour each 
week for 12 weeks. The Web site 
provides tips and strategies to 
help parents and children eat less 
and exercise more. Parents also 
are asked to monitor their child's 
eating and activity throughout the 
week and to weigh themselves and 
their children at least once each 
week. 
The investigators plan to re- 
cruit 60 families with overweight 
children. All must have regular 
access to the Internet. Half of the 
families in the study will be ran- 
domly assigned to the investiga- 
tional Food for Thought interven- 
tion. The rest will visit a more 
general, healthy-living Web site 
called Bright Futures, put together 
by the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. 
For more information, call 
study coordinator Anna Vannucci 
at 286-1886 or e-mail 
Foodforthought@psychiatry. 
wustl.edu. 
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University Events 
Exhibit examines Arch and riverfront change from blight to bright 
The Jefferson National Expan- 
sion Memorial — popularly 
known as the St. Louis 
Gateway Arch — is the tallest 
monument in the United States 
and an icon of modern architec- 
ture, its great stainless steel arc 
embodying strength, elegance and 
simplicity. 
Yet creation of the Arch was 
anything but simple. Indeed, it is a 
story of frequent uncertainty and 
sometimes bitter controversy, as 
planning, design and construction 
stretched across more than three 
decades. 
Beginning at 7 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 30, in Steinberg Hall, the Sam 
Fox School of Design & Visual 
Arts will explore that history with 
an exhibition and symposium 
titled "On the Riverfront: St. Louis 
and The Gateway Arch." 
Curated by Peter MacKeith,    • 
associate dean of the Sam Fox 
School of Design & Visual Arts 
and associate professor of archi- 
tecture; and by Eric Mumford, 
Ph.D., associate professor of archi- 
tecture, "On the Riverfront" will 
profile the people, events and 
conditions that culminated in the 
1947-48 competition from which 
Eero Saarinen's design was chosen 
as well as the monuments subse- 
quent construction and its place 
in American architecture. 
"The significance of the Gate- 
way Arch in Saarinen's career as 
well as in the development of 
St. Louis' postwar identity is un- 
questionable," said MacKeith, who 
also serves as St. Louis coordina- 
tor for the exhibit "Eero Saarinen: 
Shaping the Future." That exhibi- 
tion — the first major museum 
retrospective dedicated to the 
architect — also opens Friday, 
Jan. 30, and will be on view at 
the Mildred Lane Kemper Art 
Museum through April 27. 
"There is a degree of attention 
given to the Arch within the 
retrospective," MacKeith said. 
"But the Arch is such an icon of 
St. Louis, condensing histories of 
place and purpose and civic pride, 
that we felt this would be a good 
opportunity to explore the broad 
civic vision that ultimately 
brought the Arch into being. It is 
not a story of which people are 
really aware." 
"On the Riverfront" begins 
with a condensed history of the 
St. Louis region from the time of 
the Cahokia Indians through 
Spanish settlement, the Louisiana 
Purchase and the Lewis and Clark 
expedition to statehood and in- 
dustrialization. Yet, by the early 
20th century, much of the river- 
front had fallen into disrepair, and 
local leaders were beginning to 
explore strategies for revital- 
ization. 
Chief among these was Luther 
Ely Smith, a lawyer instrumental 
in bringing the Jefferson National 
Expansion Memorial to St. Louis. 
Smith first conceived the idea 
of constructing a memorial on the 
banks of the Mississippi in 1933, 
and, the following year, with the 
help of Mayor Bernard Dickmann, 
he co-founded the nonprofit 
Jefferson National Expansion 
Memorial (JNEM) Association to 
enlist federal support. 
In 1935, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt designated the pro- 
posed 90-acre site as a national 
park, and the city, having passed a 
bond proposal and armed with the 
power of eminent domain, began 
leveling 40 blocks in preparation 
for a national architecture com- 
petition. 
The site was cleared by 1942, 
but the JNEM Competition was 
delayed by the onset of World War 
II. When the competition was 
revived in 1947, it proved a mas- 
sive success, drawing 176 entries 
— many of which will be on view. 
Such important St. Louis fig- 
ures as Harris Armstrong, Charles 
Eames and Gyo Obata submitted 
entries, as did international mod- 
ernists such as Louis Kahn, Isamu 
Noguchi and Eliel Saarinen; Eero's 
father. (Famously, when jurors 
announced the five finalists, a 
telegram was sent to "E. Saarinen," 
and, for a few hours, the family 
mistakenly assumed that Eliel had 
Eero Saarinen's original design had the Gateway Arch being built on the banks of the Mississippi 
River and only 590 feet tall. 
advanced.) 
"These are all visions of what 
the riverfront could have looked 
like if any other entry had been 
chosen," MacKeith said. 
"In many ways they provide a 
snapshot of postwar architectural 
concerns. The issue of the day was 
what we now call the 'new monu- 
mentality.' How do you make archi- 
tecture after the second world war? 
How does one memorialize 
anything after the Holocaust, or in 
the shadow of nuclear warfare?" 
MacKeith said. 
The final section highlights 
Eero Saarinen's winning design, a 
gracefully inverted catenary arch 
— calculated with the help of 
structural engineer Hannskarl 
Bandel — that bears little resem- 
blance to prewar memorials. 
Also on view are a number of 
Saarinen's subsequent drawings 
Learn more in a daylong Arch symposium 
In conjunction with the exhibition "On the team for Eero Saarinen and Associates: and Charles I
Riverfront: St. Louis and The Gateway Arch," the 
Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts will host a 
daylong symposium of the same title beginning at 
9 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 31. 
Topics of discussion will include "The River and 
St. Louis," "The JNEM Competition and the Design 
of the Gateway Arch," "The Era of the Arch" and 
"The Riverfront and the Arch." 
Participants will include Eeva-Liisa Pelkonen, 
chief researcher and co-editor of the exhibition 
catalog for "Eero Saarinen: Shaping the Future"; 
architect Robert Burley, who led the Arch design 
;
Birnbaum, founder of The Cultural Landscape 
Foundation and former coordinator of the National 
Park Service Historic Landscape Initiative. 
Also participating will be landscape architect 
Susan Saarinen (Eero's daughter) and former 
Finnish ambassador Matti Hakkanen (Eero's sec- 
ond cousin) as well as architects, historians, critics 
and scholars from St. Louis, and abroad. 
Formal proceedings will be published and dis- 
tributed following the symposium. 
For more information, call 935-9300 or visit 
samfoxschool.wustl.edu. 
and models, which chart subtle 
changes and modifications in the 
years leading up to construction 
(which, delayed by the Korean 
War, did not begin until 1963). 
For example, while the original 
proposal called for a structure 590 
feet tall and located on the banks 
of the Mississippi, the final plan 
was lengthened to 630 feet and 
moved to slightly higher ground. 
"This is a city of great beauty, 
which approached its riverfront 
with great purpose and delibera- 
tion," MacKeith said. "Yes, there 
are tangled and difficult histories 
prior to 1947 and subsequent to 
the Arch's completion. But there 
was also this astonishing moment 
of the competition. It's a moment 
that seemed to encapsulate 
St. Louis' past and present, and 
one that remains intertwined with 
our civic future." 
Support for "On the River- 
front" is provided by the Graham 
Foundation for Advanced Studies 
in the Fine Arts. The exhibit will 
remain on view through March 9. 
For more information, call 
' 935-9300 or visit samfoxschool. 
wustl.edu. 
The Tokyo Trial • Immigration • Irish Poetry 
"University Events" lists a portion of the 
activities taking place Jan. 22-Feb. 4 at 
Washington University. Visit the Web for 
expanded calendars for the Danforth 
Campus (news-info, wustl.edu/calendars) 
and the School of Medicine (medschool. 
wustl. edu/calendars. html). 
Exhibits 
"Eero Saarinen: Shaping the Future." 
Through April 27. Mildred Lane Kemper Art 
Museum. 935-4523. 
"On the Riverfront: St. Louis and the 
Gateway Arch." Through March 9. 
Steinberg Hall Architecture Gallery. 
935-4523. 
Lectures 
Thursday, Jan. 29 
Noon. Genetics Seminar. "Cellular 
Responses to Physiologic DNA Double 
Stranded Breaks Generated in Developing 
Lymphocytes." Barry Sleckman, prof, of 
pathology and immunology. McDonnell 
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823. 
362-2139. 
4 p.m. Chemistry Seminar. "Magnetic 
Assembly and Colloidal Polymerization of 
Ferromagnetic Nanoparticles: Novel 
Materials for Information and Energy 
Storage." Jeffrey Pyun, asst. prof, of 
chemistry, U. of Ariz. McMillen Lab., 
Rm. 311. 935-6530. 
4 p.m. Vision Science Seminar Series. "Use 
of First and Second Generation Activatable 
Probes for Imaging RGC Apoptosis." 
Edward Barnett, assoc. prof, of ophthalmol- 
ogy and visual sciences. Maternity Bldg., 
Rm. 725. 362-3315. 
Friday, Jan. 30 
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. Sarah 
Tycast, instructor of pediatrics. Clopton 
Aud., 4950 Children's Place. 454-6006. 
11 a.m. Computer Science and Engineering 
Colloquium. "Anytime Heuristic Search." 
Eric Hansen, assoc. prof, of computer 
science & engineering, Miss. State U. 
Cupples II Hall, Rm. 217. 935-6160. 
11 a.m. Energy, Environmental and 
Chemical Engineering Seminar Series. 
"Occurrence and Behavior of Prions in the 
Environment." Shannon Barteit-Hunt, asst. 
prof, of civil engineering, U. of Neb. at 
Lincoln. Lopata Hall, Rm. 101. 935-5548. 
Noon. Cell Biology and Physiology Seminar. 
"Molecules and Morphogenesis: BMPs, the 
ActinCyfdskeleton and Matrix Organization 
in Lens Placode Formation and Invagina- 
tion." David C. Beebe, prof, of ophthalmol- 
ogy and visual sciences. McDonnell 
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426. 
362-6950. 
4 p.m. Sam Fox School Public Lecture 
Series. Saarinen Exhibition Lecture. Tod 
Williams and Billie Tsien, partners, Tod 
How to submit 
'University Events' 
Submit "University Events" 
items to Angela Hall of the 
Record staff via: 
e-mail — recordcalendar 
©wustl.edu 
campus mail — 
Campus Box 1070 
fax — 935-4259 
Upon request, forms for 
submitting events will be e-mailed, 
mailed or faxed to departments to be 
.filled out and returned. 
Deadline for submissions 
is noon the Thursday prior to 
publication date. 
Williams Billie Tsien Architects. Steinberg 
Aud. 935-9300. 
Saturday, Jan. 31 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sam Fox School Symposium. 
"On the Riverfront: St. Louis and the 
Gateway Arch." Steinberg Hall Aud. 
935-9300. 
Monday, Feb. 2 
11 a.m. Electrical & Systems Engineering 
Seminar. "Automated Prostate Cancer 
Localization with Multispectral MRI." Iman 
Samil Yetik, asst. prof, of electrical and 
computer engineering, III. Inst. of 
Technology. Bryan Hall, Rm. 305. 935-5565. 
Noon. School of Law "Access to Justice" 
Public Interest Law Speaker Series. 
"Immigration: Enough Enforcement? The 
Crackdown and the Policy Options for the 
New Administration." Julia Preston, 
journalist, New York Times. Co-sponsored 
by the Center for Interdisciplinary Studies. 
Anheuser-Busch Hall, Bryan Cave Moot 
Courtroom. 935-7567. 
3 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Neuro- 
oncology Seminar Series. "Stem Cells, 
Developmental Signaling Cascades and 
Brain Tumors." Charles Eberhart, assoc. 
prof, of neuropathology, Johns Hopkins U. 
South Bldg., Rm. 3907, Philip Needleman 
Library. 454-8981. 
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar 
Series. "Learning Tolerance From Cancer: 
The Lesson of Myeloid-Derived Suppressor 
Cells." Enzo Bronte, Venetian Inst. for 
Molecular Medicine, Italy. Farrell Learning & 
Teaching Center, Connor Aud. 362-2763. 
5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity and 
Arrhythmia Center Seminar. "Cardiac KATP 
Channels: New Twists on an Old 
Conundrum." Colin G. Nichols, prof, of cell 
biology & physiology. (5 p.m. refresh- 
ments.) Whitaker Hall, Rm. 218.935-7887. 
6:30 p.m. Sam Fox School Public Lecture 
Series. Coral Courts Lecture. Lindy Roy, 
founder, ROY co. (6 p.m. reception.) 
Steinberg Aud. 935-9300. 
Tuesday, Feb. 3 
4:30 p.m. Freedom From Smoking Class. 
"Quit Day." Center for Advanced Medicine, 
Barnard Health and Cancer Info. Center. To 
register: 362-7844. 
Wednesday, Feb. 4 
11 a.m. Electrical & Systems Engineering 
Seminar. "Joint Prediction of RNA 
Secondary Structure." Gaurav Sharma, 
assoc. prof, of electrical and computer 
engineering, U. of Rochester. Bryan Hall, 
Rm. 305. 935-5565. 
4 p.m. Institute for Public Health Faculty 
Seminar Series. Ramesh Raghavan, asst. 
prof, of social work. Steinberg Aud. 
454-7998. 
Thursday, Feb. 5 
Noon. Genetics Seminar. "Learning From 
Re-Sequencing Data: What to do When the 
$1,000 Genome Arrives?" Shamil Sunyaev, 
asst. prof, of medicine and health sciences 
& technology, Harvard Medical School. 
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg., 
Rm. 823. 362-2139. 
4 p.m. Chemistry Seminar. "Molecular 
Structures and Reactivity: New Insights and 
Applications." Lawrence Williams, assoc. 
r 
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Build-A-Bear founder to speak on 
entrepreneurship for Assembly Series 
BY KURT MUELLER 
M Iaxine Clark, chair, CEO and founder of Build-A- Bear Workshop, will re- 
spond to questions about entre- 
preneurship in today's economy 
for the Assembly Series at 5 p.m. 
Feb. 5 in Graham Chapel. 
The event is co-sponsored by 
the Skandalaris Center for Entre-. 
preneurial Studies and the Olin 
Business School as well as several 
organizations outside WUSTL. 
Following the discussion, 
Clark and Ken Harrington, direc- 
tor of the Skandalaris Center, will 
present the Olin Cup to the win- 
ners of a student competition. 
The goal of the center and the 
Olin Cup competition is to har- 
ness WUSTL's entrepreneurial 
potential and that of the St. Louis 
region by using three tools: col- 
laboration, learning and funding. 
Clark will answer questions 
from colleagues on stage as well 
as from the audience. Questions 
may be submitted in advance to 
entrepreneurship@wustl.edu. 
Clark's entrepreneurial enter- 
prise was founded in 1997 in 
St. Louis and is the only company, 
with more than 400 locations 
worldwide, to offer an interactive 
"make your own stuffed animal" 
retail entertainment experience. 
Build-A-Bear also operates 
"make-your-own Major League 
Baseball mascot" in select stadium 
locations as well as Build-A-Dino 
stores. The company's most recent 
honor, announced Jan. 22, in- 
cludes a ranking on Fortune mag- 
azine's "100 Best Companies to 
Work For" list. 
Clark's extensive retail career 
has included president and chief 
merchandising officer of Payless 
ShoeSource and key management 
and merchandising positions 
throughout May Department 
Stores in areas including merchan- 
dise development, planning and 
research and in marketing. 
Clark serves on the boards of a 
number of organizations, includ- 
ing the J.C. Penney Co., Sara Lee 
Corp., Teach for America St. Louis 
Chapter and BJC Healthcare. 
Clark is a member of the 
WUSTL Board of Trustees and a 
member of Olin Business School's 
National Council. She earned a 
bachelor's degree in journalism 
from the University of Georgia. 
Assembly Series talks are free 
and open to the public. For more 
information, visit assemblyseries. 
wusd:edu or call 935-4620. 
A good measure Architecture graduate students Chris Rehwoldt (left) and Lucas Lopez 
measure a set of louvers that they cut and attached to the outer frame of a shelter recently 
constructed on the Ruth Park Golf Course in University City.The shelter was a class project in a 
fall graduate design/build studio led by Carl Safe, professor of architecture in the Sam Fox School 
of Design & Visual Arts. The assignment required that students present a design for the shelter, 
create construction documents, purchase materials in accordance with a set budget and build the 
shelter. 
Sports 
Three coaches honored 
by Baseball Writers 
Men's basketball coach Mark 
Edwards, men's tennis coach 
Roger Follmer and volleyball 
coach Rich Luenemann were 
honored at the 51st Annual 
Baseball Writers' Association of 
America Dinner Jan. 19 in down- 
town St. Louis. 
The winter event annually 
honors the St. Louis Cardinals and 
other accomplished major league 
players but also gives an award for 
achievement in sports other than 
professional baseball. 
Edwards, Follmer and 
Luenemann were each given the 
John E. Wray Award by the base- 
ball writers for leading their teams 
to the NCAA Division III national 
championship in basketball, ten- 
nis and volleyball, respectively, 
during the 2007-08 academic year. 
Men's basketball 
dominates on the road 
The No. 3 men's basketball team 
outscored its opponents by 
25.5 points per game in two road 
University Athletic Association 
(UAA) victories last weekend. 
Junior Aaron Thompson 
scored a game-high 16 points, 
hitting four three pointers, to lead 
the Bears to a 73-42 win at 
University of Rochester Jan. 23.   . 
WUSTL won its 75th consecutive 
game when holding an opponent 
Senior Jaimie McFarlin leads the team in double- 
doubles — games with points and rebounds in 
double figures — with four. 
under 60 points, a streak that dates 
back to the 1998 season. 
Two days later, Thompson 
poured in a game-high 30 points, 
and senior Sean Wallis recorded 
his third double-double of the year 
as the Bears 
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The No. 19 
women's bas- 
ketball team 
lost a tough 
contest at No. 1 
University of 
Rochester, 
65-62, Jan. 23 
in Rochester, 
N.Y., but rebounded to defeat 
Carnegie Mellon University, 71- 
62, Jan. 25. 
Junior Zoe Unruh scored a 
season-high 19 points to lead the 
Bears against Rochester, but it was 
not enough for them to overcome 
19 turnovers or a free-throw 
differential of 26-6 in favor of 
Rochester. 
WUSTL overcame a slow 
shooting start to pick up the 
nine-point win at Carnegie 
Mellon. The Bears trailed 10-0 
before senior Halsey Ward hit two 
three pointers to pull them within 
four points. Carnegie gradually 
extended its lead, going up 32-15 
in the first half before the Bears 
began what would turn into a 
35-8 scoring run that began in the 
first half and lasted until the 13:45" 
mark of the second half. 
Senior Jaimie McFarlin scored 
12 points and pulled down 10 
rebounds in the win, her team- 
leading fourth double-double of 
the year. Ward (12), junior Janice 
Evans (12) and Unruh (11) also 
scored in double figures for 
WUSTL. 
The Bears are now in a four- 
way tie for first place in the 
University Athletic Association 
(UAA) standings with Rochester, 
University of Chicago and New 
York University. 
The Bears (12-4,4-1 UAA) 
continue conference play Friday, 
Jan. 30, at Brandeis University and 
then take on New York University 
Sunday, Feb. 1. 
Swimming ends 
season on high note 
The men's and women's swimming 
teams closed out their regular 
seasons with a pair of wins at 
Principia College Jan. 23. 
The WUSTL men defeated the 
Panthers, 139-77, to improve to 
5-0 in dual meets this season, and 
the women won, 120-85, stand- 
ing at 2-2 in dual meet action. 
Sophomore Karin Underwood 
and freshman Samantha Schulte 
each won two individual races 
and were members of the first- 
place 200-medley relay team. 
Senior Kevin Leckey, sopho- 
more Kartik Anjur, senior Kyle 
*Ota and freshman Nick 
Thornburg won the 200-medley 
relay on the men's side (1:39.48). 
The next meet for both teams 
is Feb. 11-14 at the 2009 Uni- 
versity Athletic Association 
(UAA) Championships in 
Chicago. 
Track teams compete 
at Snowbird Classic 
The women's indoor track and 
field team placed first, and the 
men's team was second at the 
Illinois College Snowbird Classic 
Jan. 24 in Jacksonville, 111. 
The women's team placed first 
out of 11 schools with 152 points, 
while the men's squad finished 
second in a field of 13 teams with 
99.50 points. 
Both teams return to action 
Saturday, Jan. 31, at the Rose- 
Hulman Engineer Invitational in 
Terre Haute, Ind. 
prof, of chemistry & chemical biology, 
Rutgers. McMillen Lab., Rm. 311. 
935-6530. 
4 p.m. Vision Science Seminar Series. 
"Mechanisms of Immune Evasion by Ocular 
Tumors." Kyle C. McKenna, asst. prof, of 
ophthalmology and visual sciences, U. of 
Pittsburgh. Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725. 
362-3315. 
4:30 p.m. Freedom From Smoking Class. 
"Winning Strategies." Center for Advanced 
Medicine, Barnard Health and Cancer Info. 
Center. To register: 362-7844. 
Friday, Feb. 6 
12:30 p.m. Biostatistics Seminar Series. 
Warwick E. Daw, research assoc. prof, of 
genetics. Shriners Bldg., Rm. 3307, 
706 S.Euclid. 362-1565. 
3 p.m. Joint Center for East Asian Studies 
Spring Symposium. "The Tokyo Trial and 
After: New Interpretations, New Lives." 
(Reception follows.) McMillan Cafe. 
935-4448. 
Saturday, Feb. 7 
7:30 a.m.-3:45 p.m. Hematology & 
Oncology CME Course. "Highlights of the 
2008 San Antonio Breast Cancer 
Symposium." Cost: $95. The Ritz-Carlton, 
St. Louis, 100 Carondelet Plaza. To 
register: 362-6891. 
Monday, Feb. 9 
Noon. Work, Families and Public Policy 
Brown Bag Seminar Series. "Neighbors 
and Co-Workers: The Importance of 
Residential Labor Market Networks." David 
Neumark, prof, of economics, U. of Calif., 
Irvine. Seigle Hall, Rm. 348.935-4918. 
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar 
Series. "The Herculean Tasks of 
Developing T Cells." Paul Allen, prof, of 
pathology & immunology. Moore Aud., 
660 S. Euclid Ave. 362-2763. 
4 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Breast 
Cancer Research Group Seminar Series. 
"How 'Old' Stroma Impacts Breast 
Carcinogenesis." Sheila Stewart, asst. prof, 
of medicine. Center for Advanced Medicine, 
Farrell Conf. Rm. 2.454-8981. 
5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity and 
Arrhythmia Center Seminar. "Delayed 
Enhanced MRI as a Research Tool." 
Pamela K. Woodard, assoc. prof, of 
radiology. (5 p.m. refreshments.) Whitaker 
Hall, Rm. 218. 935-7887. 
6 p.m. Committee for the Language 
Learning Series Panel Discussion. 
"Transforming College and University 
Foreign Language Programs: Response to 
MLA Report." Women's Building Formal 
Lounge. 935-5175. 
Tuesday, Feb. 10 
11:30 a.m. Energy, Environmental and 
Chemical Engineering Seminar Series. 
"Interplay of Pore Structure, Colloid 
Deposition and Pore Fluid Flow." Aaron 
Packman, assoc. prof, of civil & 
environmental engineering, Northwestern 
U. Urbauer Hall, Rm. 216. 935-5548. 
4 p.m. Center for the Humanities Faculty 
Fellows' Series. "Romanticism, Violence 
and the Feminine in Contemporary Irish 
Poetry." Guinn Batten, assoc. prof, of 
English. Duncker Hall, Rm. 201, Hurst 
Lounge. 935-5576. 
4:30 p.m. Freedom From Smoking Class. 
"The New You." Center for Advanced 
Medicine, Barnard Health and Cancer Info. 
Center. To register: 362-7844. 
5:30 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular 
Biophysics Biophysical Evenings 
Seminar. "Modeling and Design of 
Protein-DNA Interfaces." Jim Havranek, 
asst. prof, of genetics. Cori Aud., 
4565 McKinley Ave. 362-4152. 
And More 
Friday, Jan. 30 
7 p.m. Kemper Art Museum Opening 
Celebration. "Eero Saarinen: Shaping the 
Future." Kemper Art Museum. 935-4523. 
Monday; Feb. 2 
6-10 p.m. Marrow Registry Drive. (Also 
6-10 p.m. Feb. 3.) Wohl Student Center, 
Friedman Lounge. For information: wumr® 
sugroups.wustl.edu. 
Sports 
Friday, Feb. 6 
6 p.m. Women's Basketball vs. New York 
U. Athletic Complex. 935-4705. 
8 p.m. Men's Basketball vs. New York U. 
Athletic Complex. 935-4705. 
Sunday, Feb. 8 
Noon. Men's Basketball vs. Brandeis U. 
Athletic Complex. 935-4705. 
2 p.m. Women's Basketball vs. Brandeis U. 
Athletic Complex. 935-4705. 
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A moment frOZBII In time Freshman Arlan Cohen poses with a life-size, ice-sculpted bust of 
President Barack Obama outside the Danforth University Center Jan. 20. The ice sculpture was 
created by Naomi Hamahura (inset), sushi chef at the center's Wash U Wok and a five-time World 
Ice Carving Champion, in honor of the president's inauguration day. It took Hamahura about a 
half-hour to turn the block of ice into the finished product. After he was finished, dozens of 
students and staff members posed for pictures with the sculpture. 
Hollander-Blumoff, Rosenzweig 
named Treiman Fellows in law 
Gephardt Institute announces grants recipients 
The Gephardt Institute for 
Public Service has announced 
the recipients of its Community- 
Based Teaching and Learning 
Faculty Grants Program. 
Community-based teaching 
and learning is embraced by 
schools and departments across 
Washington University. Also 
known as service-learning, key 
elements include learning activi- 
ties in service to an organization 
or community, course content and 
assignments connected to the 
service and faculty oversight. 
The grant program was estab- 
lished to provide faculty members 
with financial support, which can 
be applied to curriculum develop- 
ment expenses. 
"We hope this funding creates 
opportunities for faculty to imple- 
ment courses that integrate sub- 
stantive student learning with 
meaningful community engage- 
ment," said Amanda Moore 
McBride, Ph.D., institute director 
and assistant professor of social 
work at the George Warren Brown 
School of Work. 
The Gephardt Institute also 
offers technical expertise in key 
areas of community-based teach- 
ing and learning, such as reflec- 
tion assignments, evaluation 
methods and standards and tools 
for working effectively with com- 
munity partners. 
Recipients for 2009 are: 
• Jeanenne M. Dallas, instruc- 
tor of occupational therapy at the 
School of Medicine. The grant will 
support graduate students en- 
rolled in the "Fieldwork and 
Professional Competence" course 
to adapt occupational therapy 
assessments for clients of the 
Independence Center living with 
mental illness. 
• Joachim Faust, Ph.D.,, lec- 
turer in linguistics in Arts & 
Sciences. The grant will enable 
WUSTL students participating in 
the course "Global Culture and 
the Individual: Abroad in Georgia 
and Azerbaijan" to develop and 
implement English language 
clinics in coordination with stu- 
dents from the International Black 
Sea University, Open Society 
Institute and Sheki State 
University in Azerbaijan. 
• Guy Genin, Ph.D., associate 
professor of mechanical, aero- 
space and structural engineering. 
The grant will enable students in 
the "MA-SE 400" independent     . 
study course to develop age- 
appropriate environmental engi- 
neering modules that can be 
taught in Teach for America 
classrooms. 
. Judi McLean Parks, Ph.D., 
the Reuben C. and Anne 
Carpenter Taylor Professor of 
Organizational Behavior at Olin 
Business School. The grant will 
support student project planning 
and implementation for 
"Community Development & 
Environmental Preservation 
through Entrepreneurial 
Collaboration," an interdisciplin- 
ary course offered in collaboration 
with Missouri Botanical Garden 
and the community members of 
rural Madagascar. 
• Ruth Clark, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of physical therapy at 
the School of Medicine, and 
Victoria May, assistant dean for 
science outreach in Arts & 
Sciences. The grant will enable 
science majors enrolled in the 
"Experience in the Life Sciences" 
biology series to provide anatomy 
and physiology lessons at the 
Gateway Institute of Technology 
in the St. Louis Public School 
District. 
• Jodi Polzin, visiting assistant 
professor in the School of 
Architecture at the Sam Fox 
School of Design and Visual Arts. 
The grant will fund students' work 
with Beyond Housing and the city 
of Pagedale in north St. Louis 
County through the seminar 
"Reconsidering the Margin: Places 
of Meeting, Spaces of Transfor- 
mation" and subsequent design 
studios and construction 
internships. 
For more information 
about community-based teaching 
and learning courses, visit 
gephardtinstitute.wustl.edu. 
Washington University Code of Conduct 
The Code of Conduct governs 
"members of the University 
community": employees, volun- 
teers and those who do business 
with the University. It states the 
ethical and legal standards that 
guide their decisions and actions 
as community members. The 
Code of Conduct is revised from 
time to time. An updated version 
of the code is available online at 
codeofconduct.wustl.edu. 
Below is a summary of the 
key features. 
Integrity and ethical 
conduct 
Washington University is 
committed to the highest ethical 
and professional standards of 
conduct as an integral part of its 
mission: the promotion of learn- 
ing. To achieve this goal, the 
University relies on each com- 
munity member's behavior, 
honesty, integrity and good 
judgment. Each community 
member should demonstrate 
respect for the rights of others. 
Each community member is 
accountable for his/her actions. 
Compliance with laws and 
University policies 
The University and each 
community member must trans- 
act University business in com- 
pliance with all laws, regulations 
and University policies related to 
their positions and areas of re- 
sponsibility. Managers and su- 
pervisors are responsible for 
teaching and monitoring compli- 
ance in their areas. 
Violations or concerns 
Community members are 
expected to report violations or 
concerns about violations of the 
Code of Conduct that come to 
their attention. Managers have a 
special duty to adhere to the 
standards set forth in the Code of 
Conduct, to recognize violations 
and to enforce the standards. 
There are three ways to re- 
port a violation or discuss a 
concern: 
• You may report violations 
or concerns to your immediate 
supervisor or department head, 
if appropriate. 
• You may call the individual 
responsible for the related com- 
pliance area. A list of these 
v individuals appears in the com- 
plete version of the Code of 
Conduct at codeofconduct. 
wustl.edu. 
• You may call the University 
Compliance Office Hotline at 
362-4998. Reports may be made 
anonymously to the hotline if 
the caller so desires, as the 
hotline has no caller or tele- 
phone number identification. 
Questions about the Code of 
Conduct may be directed to Gail 
Peters, executive director of 
compliance and audit, at 
362-4915. 
Rebecca Hollander-Blumoff, 
J.D., and Adam Rosenzweig, 
J.D., both associate profes- 
sors of law, have been named. 
School of Law Treiman Fellows for 
2008-09. 
The fellowship, which supports 
faculty scholarship, is named in 
memory of Israel Treiman, an 
alumnus, faculty member and 
longtime supporter of the law 
school. 
Hollander-Blumoff focuses her 
research and teaching on the 
intersection of law and psychology 
in the context of dispute reso- 
lution. 
She is working on two articles, 
"The Objective Antecedents of 
Procedural Justice in Bilateral 
Negotiation" and "Just Nego- 
tiation." 
In the first article, Hollander- 
Blumoff presents the results of two 
empirical studies on how people 
form subjective judgments of 
fairness in negotiation. The sec- 
ond relies upon her empirical . 
research to argue that fairness of 
process in negotiation is critically 
important in legal negotiation. 
Hollander-Blumoff also is the 
organizer of an ongoing series of 
workshops for junior faculty at 
Midwestern law schools to present 
their works-in-progress. 
Rosenzweig specializes in tax 
law and policy. 
He is working on a paper on 
the taxation of carried interest in 
private investment funds, titled 
"Not All Carried Interests are 
Created Equal," which will be 
published in a symposium issue of 
the Northwestern Journal of 
International Law and Business. 
He also is writing an article ana- 
lyzing why tax havens have arisen 
and persist in the face of signifi- 
cant and continued criticism. 
The seventh edition of his 
co-authored book, "Problems and 
Materials in Federal Income 
Taxation" (with Sanford M. 
Guerin, J.D., and Philip F. Postle- 
waite, J.D.), was published by 
Aspen Publishing in the summer 
of 2008. 
Director of admissions and 
recruitment named at social work 
BY JESSICA MARTIN 
Elaine Dempsey has been 
named the new director of 
admissions and recruitment for 
the George Warren Brown School 
of Social Work, announced 
Edward F. Lawlor, Ph.D., dean 
and the William E. Gordon 
Professor. 
"I am extremely excited about 
the expertise and leadership 
Elaine will bring to our Office of 
Admissions and Recruitment," 
Lawlor said. 
Dempsey joins the Brown 
School from Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital's Goldfarb College of 
Nursing, where she was director 
of marketing, admissions and 
registration. During her time in 
this role, she helped transition a 
hospital-based nursing school to a 
stand-alone college of nursing. 
Prior to her time at Goldfarb 
College, Dempsey spent 10 years 
as director of marketing and 
recruitment for Saint Louis 
University School of Nursing, 
establishing marketing, recruit- 
ment and retention strategies for 
baccalaureate, master's and doc- 
toral students. 
Dempsey started her career at 
Washington University's publica- 
tions department. She earned a 
bachelor's degree in English and a 
master's degree in creative writing 
from the University of Missouri- 
St. Louis. 
The following incidents were reported to University Police Jan. 20-26. Readers 
with information that could assist in investigating these incidents are urged to 
call 935-5555. This information is provided as a public service to promote safety 
awareness and is available on the University Police Web site at police.wustl.edu. 
Jan. 21 
3:09 p.m. — A person 
reported that a bicycle had 
been stolen from outside 
Beaumont House. 
Jan. 22 
12:13 p.m. — A person was 
found carrying stolen license 
plate tabs and arrested. 
12:29 p.m. — A cell phone 
was lost in Mallinckrodt 
Student Center. 
Jan. 23 
1:31 p.m. — A staff member 
reported that money had been 
taken from a backpack in Snow 
Way Garage. 
Jan.26 
3:25 a.m. — A television was 
reported stolen from Seigle Hall. 
8:52 a.m. — An employee 
reported that the tags from her 
vehicle had been stolen while it 
was parked on campus. 
Additionally, University police 
responded to two drug offenses, 
one accidental injury, one auto- 
mobile accident, one crisis inter- 
vention, one investigation, one 
larceny, one parking violation, 
one report of found property, one 
report of property damage and 
one warrant arrest. 
Series 
Book includes 
essay by Obama 
- from Page 1 
"We hope to give people who 
would like to be introduced to 
African-American writing a place 
to find some of the best writing 
that has been produced in the 
past year," Early said. 
Both books are available in 
hardback and paperback from 
Bantam Dell. 
Early is a noted essayist and 
American culture critic. 
A professor of English, 
African and African American 
studies and American culture 
studies, Early is the author of 
several books, including "The 
Culture of Bruising: Essays on 
Prizefighting, Literature and 
Modern American Culture," which 
won the 1994 National Book 
Critics Circle Award for criticism; 
and "This Is Where I Came In: 
Black America in the 1960s." 
He also is editor of numerous 
volumes, including "The 
Muhammad Ali Reader" and "The 
Sammy Davis, Jr. Reader." 
He served as a consultant on 
four of Ken Burns' documentary 
films: "Baseball," "Jazz," 
"Unforgivable Blackness: The Rise 
and Fall of Jack Johnson" and "The 
War" and appeared in the first 
three as an on-air analyst. 
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Notables 
Center for Humanities seeks postdoctoral 
graduate fellowship applications 
Washington University 
graduate students from all 
fields in the humanities 
and social sciences are invited to 
apply for a postdoctoral fellow- 
ship and two graduate student 
dissertation fellowships, awarded 
to WUSTL's Center for the Hu- 
manities in Arts & Sciences by 
the Andrew W. Mellon Founda- 
tion's Sawyer Seminars program. 
The fellowships are offered in 
conjunction with the Center for 
the Humanities' yearlong Mellon 
Sawyer Seminar project, "How 
Deep Is the Ocean: The Rise and 
Fall of Jazz as Popular Music." 
Applicants from the fields of 
African-American studies, 
American studies, cultural stud- 
ies, sociology, ethnomusicology, 
history, English, women and 
gender studies, film and media 
studies, psychology and education 
are encouraged to apply. All ap- 
plicants, however, will be 
considered. 
Those applying for the post- 
doctoral fellowship must submit 
an application, a research project 
proposal, writing samples, a one- 
page prospectus of a new course, a 
curriculum vitae and three letters 
of recommendation. 
The postdoctoral fellow will 
take an active role in the seminar's 
organization as part of the steer- 
ing committee and will teach one 
Be a part of WUSTL's 'Faces of Hope' 
The Gephardt Institute for 
Public Service invites students, 
faculty and staff to participate in 
Faces of Hope, a celebration of 
civic engagement and community 
service at Washington University. 
This event will be held in 
Whitaker Hall Atrium and 
Auditorium at 4 p.m. April 2. 
A reception will follow. 
To illustrate the breadth of the 
University's involvement in the 
greater community, Faces of Hope 
will feature a poster session and a 
ceremony led by Chancellor Mark 
S. Wrighton and former U.S. Rep. 
Richard A. Gephardt and include 
student and community speakers. 
Student, faculty and depart- 
ment-led initiatives, student 
groups, community-based learning 
and teaching courses and service 
trips all are welcome to apply to 
participate in the poster session. 
Interested individuals or groups 
should submit an application at 
communityservice.wustl.edu/ 
facesofhope/poster.php by 
Monday, Feb. 2. 
For more information, contact 
the Gephardt Institute at 935-8628 
or gephardtinstitute@wustl.edu. 
course or seminar on an interdis- 
ciplinary aspect of popular music 
and its relationship to jazz. The 
fellow will participate in the 
Mellon Sawyer Seminar's sessions 
and intellectual program. 
Candidates must have received 
their doctoral degree between 
Jan. 1, 2005, and June 30, 2008. 
The fellow must be in residence at 
WUSTL during the term of the 
appointment, May 31, 2009, to 
May 31, 2010. The stipend is 
$40,000 plus benefits, including a 
moving allowance, medical insur- 
ance and research support. 
Students applying for the dis- 
sertation fellowships must provide 
a two-page summary of their 
dissertation, including an outline 
of chapters. They also must explain 
how their dissertation relates to 
the subject of the seminar, how 
they envision their role in the 
seminar and how the seminar will 
contribute to their dissertation. 
Three letters of recommendation 
are required. The stipend for the 
dissertation fellowship is $20,000. 
The application deadline for the 
fellowships is Feb. 15. Awards will 
be announced April 1. 
For more information, contact 
Gerald L. Early, Ph.D., the Merle 
Kling Professor of Modern Letters 
and director of the Center for the 
Humanities in Arts 8c Sciences, at 
935-5576 or at cenhum@artsci. 
wustl.edu. 
Obituaries 
Grant, professor emeritus of clinical medicine, 80 
BY BETH MILLER 
Neville Grant, M.D., a professor 
of clinical medicine for nearly 
40 years, died Jan. 20, 2009, at 
Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center in Nashville, Tenn., due to 
complications from recent sur- 
gery. He was 80. 
Grant, professor emeritus of 
clinical medicine, taught at the 
School of Medicine and practiced 
medicine for 39 years in the 
Central West End with his broth- 
er, the late John M. Grant, M.D., 
at the Grant Medical Clinic, 
founded by their father, the late 
Samuel B. Grant, M.D. For several 
years, he served as a representa- 
tive of part-time faculty members 
to the Executive Faculty of the 
School of Medicine. He retired in 
1999. 
Grant was a mentor and role 
model to many area physicians, 
including Garry Tobin, M.D., 
associate professor of medicine, 
who worked with Grant at the 
Grant Medical Clinic for 10 years. 
"Neville was the consummate 
physician and gentleman," Tobin 
said. "He epitomized the role of a 
clinical physician-scientist and 
teacher. Neville loved seeing and 
interacting with patients, and 
many patients considered him a 
part of their extended families, 
and he theirs. The Grant clinic 
was a special place to work and 
practice, due in a large part to the 
standards that Neville and his 
brother, Jack, set." 
A St. Louis native, Grant 
earned a bachelor's degree in 1950 
from Yale University and a medi- 
cal degree from Columbia 
University in 1954. He completed 
an internship at Washington 
University and then became the 
first medical student to assist 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Albert 
Schweitzer, M.D., at his hospital 
in Lambarene, French Equatorial 
Africa, now Gabon. Grant served 
in the U.S. Air Force Medical 
Corps from 1955-57 before com- 
pleting a residency at Yale 
University and a fellowship at 
Stanford University. 
In honor of his retirement, 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital created 
the Neville Grant Award for 
Clinical Excellence. 
After retirement, Grant and his 
wife, Diane, moved to Santa Fe, 
N.M. However, retirement did not 
suit him well, so he began seeing 
patients as a consultant to a pri- 
vate endocrinology practice. In 
2007, Grant and his wife moved to 
Nashville to be closer to family. He 
was also a visiting professor of 
surgery at Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center. 
Grant is survived by his wife, 
Diane, of Nashville; three daugh- 
ters, Johanna Grant Nicholas, 
Ph.D., associate professor of audi- 
ology and communication sci- 
ences and research associate pro- 
fessor of otolaryngology at the 
WUSTL School of Medicine, 
Bevin Baetjer of Portsmouth, R.I., 
and Natasha Deane of Nashville; 
and six grandchildren. 
A memorial service will be 
held in St. Louis at a later date. 
Kilgen, led redevelopment around Medical Center, 71 
BY BETH MILLER 
Eugene R. Kilgen Jr., former 
executive director of the 
Washington University Medical 
Center Redevelopment Corp. 
(WUMCRC), died Jan. 17, 2009, 
at Conway Manor in Creve Coeur. 
He was 71. 
During his more than 20-year 
tenure, Kilgen spearheaded the 
redevelopment of the Central 
West End neighborhood sur- 
rounding the Medical Center. 
Between 1975-1990, developers 
working with the WUMCRC had 
invested millions of dollars in 
residential, commercial and insti- 
tutional redevelopment in the 
Central West End. That effort 
received national acclaim. 
"Eugene was the longest-serv- 
ing executive director for the 
Medical Center Redevelopment 
Corporation," said Brian Phillips, 
current executive director who 
worked with Kilgen for several 
years. "He was the primary leader 
behind the huge effort to stabilize 
the Central West End. He was a 
huge resource of knowledge in 
terms of redevelopment efforts in 
the area." 
In the mid 1990s, Kilgen was 
part of the University's team that 
received a $2.4 million grant from 
the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development to revi- 
talize the Forest Park Southeast 
neighborhood. Kilgen retired in 
2000. 
Kilgen is survived by his wife, 
Janice; daughters Genevieve 
Kilgen-Henry and Michelle 
Patredis; and four grandchildren. 
Services were held Jan. 24 at 
St. Cronan's Church. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
Alzheimer's Association, 9374 
Olive Blvd., St. Louis, Mo., 63132, 
or Dolan Residential Care 
Centers, P.O. Box 4082,     . 
Chesterfield, Mo., 63006. 
Lucas, 61 
Arthur M. Lucas, clinical studies 
adviser at the School of Medicine 
from 1996-98, died Jan. 10, 2009, 
of pancreatic cancer at his home 
in Creve Coeur, Mo. He was 61. 
ampus Author 
David A. Peters, Ph.D, the McDonnell Douglas 
Professor of Engineering 
The Many Faces of Biblical Humor 
Hamilton Books (2008) 
To most, the Bible is a somber 
work, full of such serious 
melodramas as Abraham being 
ordered to carve up his son and 
Job enduring many burden- 
some troubles, and powerful, 
piercing language, such as the 
immortal line: Jesus wept. 
To David A. Peters, Ph.D., 
the McDonnell Douglas 
Professor of Engineering, the 
Bible indeed is a beautiful work 
that is sprinkled liberally with 
rollicking humor. 
Peters, whose academic 
expertise is aeronautics, has 
written a book — "The Many 
Faces of Biblical Humor" — 
that backs his claim. In his 
preface, Peters states: "The 
Bible is full of wit and wonder, 
which was intentionally placed 
there to help us understand 
God and his requirements." 
Peters, whose Christian 
background is Baptist and, 
more recently, Presbyterian, 
first read the Bible cover-to- 
cover when he was 15 years old. 
In 2003, while making his 
yearly reading, he noted more 
than 1,000 lines or stories that 
struck him as humorous. 
Take the tale of Moses and 
the burning bush. "First of all, 
that God would reveal himself 
as a burning bush is humorous 
on its own merit," Peters said. 
"But what's even funnier is 
Moses' attempts to wriggle out 
of God's calling him to go to 
the Pharaoh to let his people 
go. He claims that he's not a 
good public speaker, even that 
he has a speech impediment. 
He's like a reluctant athlete on 
the bench who's scared to play." 
Peters' favorite story is 
Balaam and the Talking 
Donkey. 
"Someone calls on Balaam 
to prophesy against the chil- 
dren of Israel and Moses for 
coming out of Egypt," Peters 
said. "God tells him not to go, 
but he's offered a lot of money, 
so he goes anyway. 
"On the road, the donkey 
that he's riding sees an angel of 
God with a sword, and the 
donkey stops. Balaam can't see 
the angel, and he beats the 
donkey. Farther down the road, 
the donkey sees the angel again 
and stops between two walls, 
crushing Balaam's foot. She gets 
beaten again. During the third 
encounter, there is no way 
getting around the angel, so the 
donkey lies down. Balaam 
beats her again. 
"God enables the donkey to 
talk. She says: 'What did I do to 
make you beat me these three 
times? Have I ever done any- 
thing like this before?' And 
God enables Balaam to see the 
angel, and the donkey says, 
"Then, if I were you, I'd take 
better stock of the situation.' 
When Balaam sees the situa- 
tion for what it is, he faints." 
Not all of the humor is 
hoarded in the Old Testament. 
In a scene from Acts 19:15-16, 
exorcists are trying to cast out a 
demon inside a man, and they 
exhort "In the name of the 
Jesus whom Paul preaches, I 
command you to come out of 
him." 
The demon responds: "Jesus 
I know, Paul I know, but who 
(in the name of Hades) are you 
guys?" 
"I wrote the book to help 
people see that the Bible is 
alive," Peters said. "The stories 
also are awesome and beautiful, 
but it's my hope that they be- 
come more accessible." 
—Tony Fitzpatrick 
For the Record 
Of note 
Himadri B. Pakrasi, Ph.D., the 
George William and Irene Koechig 
Freiberg Professor of Biology in 
Arts & Sciences, has received a 
three-year, $1.8 million grant from 
the Department of Energy for 
research titled "Development of 
Cyanathece as a New Model Or- 
ganism for Biological Hydrogen 
Production." The funding comes to 
the International Center for Ad- 
vanced Renewable Energy and 
Sustainability (I-CARES), which 
Pakrasi directs. ... 
Michelle L.E. Powers, M.D., 
resident in pathology and immu- 
nology, was elected delegate of the 
American Medical Association 
Resident and Fellow Section 
(AMA-RFS) Governing Council at 
their 32nd Annual Meeting in 
Chicago. ... 
Carol Woods, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of psychology in Arts & 
Sciences and of applied statistics 
and associate director of the 
Center for Applied Statistics, has 
received a two-year, $67,012 grant 
from the National Science 
Foundation for research titled 
"Differential Item Functioning 
(DIF) Testing With Estimation of 
the Latent Densities." 
Speaking of 
Ken Ludmerer, M.D., profes- 
sor of medicine, delivered the 
keynote address at a conference on 
"The Role of the Doctor: Past, 
Present, and Future" at the Royal 
Society in London Oct. 23. The 
conference was held in honor of 
the 150th anniversary of Britain's 
Medical Act. 
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Washington People 
BY BETH MILLER 
Alex A. Kane's office is 
filled with neat rows of 
softball-sized skulls with 
various deformities. The 
skulls are models repre- 
senting the kinds of problems he 
treats as one of the region's pre- 
mier pediatric plastic and recon- 
structive surgeons, and he is 
passionate about them. 
Kane, M.D., describes a model 
of hemifacial microsomia, a birth 
defect in which one half of the 
lower face is underdeveloped. 
Then he reaches for an acrylic, 
magenta skull model of one of his 
patients with hemifacial microso- 
mia whose jaw developed incor- 
rectly after a prior surgery. The 
model was created by combining 
serial images of her skull using 
technologically advanced scans 
and then was sterilized for use in 
the operating room to guide the 
surgeons in the difficult repair, 
allowing the surgeon to visualize 
the anatomic problem on the 
model and thus keep the incisions 
to a minimum and reduce 
scarring. 
Kane's accomplishments in the 
field have lead to his recent ap- 
pointment to a named professor- 
ship: the Dr. Joseph B. Kimbrough 
Chair for Pediatric Dentistry in 
the Washington University 
Department of Surgery, Division 
of Plastic Surgery for Use in the 
Cleft Palate/Craniofacial 
Deformities Institute for teaching 
and healing. It is a nod to his 
extraordinary reputation as a 
researcher in craniofacial imaging 
and as a skilled surgeon. 
In good hands 




Kane's specialty is the surgical 
repair of cleft lip and cleft palate, 
which affects one in about 600 
births and leads to a variety of 
problems, including those related 
to facial appearance, unclear 
speech, poor hearing and inad- 
equate dental health. 
As section chief of the Division 
of Pediatric Plastic Surgery and 
director of the Cleft Palate and 
Craniofacial Institute at St. Louis 
Children's Hospital, Kane coordi- 
nates treatment that is dedicated 
to ensuring that the patient will 
have both excellent function and 
appearance after surgery. 
"If we don't repair cleft palate, 
speech will be nearly impossible 
to understand," he says. "Although 
these children have their palate 
repaired in infancy, up to a quar- 
ter of kids still have a residual 
speech problem requiring surgery 
by the time they are ready for 
kindergarten. We want to know 
why their palates don't move 
appropriately, and we want a good 
four-dimensional way to look at 
how things move. That's one thing 
we'd like to accomplish with 
imaging." 
Alex A. Kane, M.D., talks with patient Kati Sanders prior to surgery. 
"He has a very sensitive touch for the patient, particularly for 
children," says Samuel Noordhoff, M.D., a world-renowned surgeon 
who spent four decades performing cleft lip and palate surgeries in 
Taiwan. "The patient comes first, and he'll do everything possible 
for that patient to get the best possible care." 
The Kane family on vacation last summer: (from left) wife, Phyllis; 
Alex; and children Geli, Hava, Zev and Mose. 
An associate professor of plas- 
tic and reconstructive surgery, 
Kane received specialized training 
in cleft lip, palate and craniofacial 
surgery through a fellowship at 
Chang-Gung Memorial Hospital 
in Taipei, Taiwan, where surgeons 
repaired about 500 cleft lip and 
palates a year, while St. Louis 
Children's Hospital repairs about 
60 annually, he says. Cleft palate is 
twice as common in Asia as it is in 
the United States, but researchers 
aren't sure why. 
In Taiwan, Kane studied under 
Samuel Noordhoff, M.D., a world- 
renowned surgeon who spent four 
decades performing cleft lip and 
palate surgeries in Taiwan. 
"Alex is an excellent surgeon 
with the ability to handle tissues 
delicately," Noordhoff says. "He has 
a very sensitive touch for the pa- 
tient, particularly for children. The 
patient comes first, and he'll do 
everything possible for that patient 
to get the best possible care." 
Kane has also taken his exper- 
tise to Cambodia, the Philippines, 
Vietnam and India, where he 
traveled in December on a teach- 
ing and surgical mission. 
The Cleft Palate and Cranio- 
facial Institute takes the team 
approach, working with two other 
School of Medicine pediatric 
plastic surgeons, Gregory Bor- 
schel, M.D., and Albert Woo, 
M.D., both assistant professors of 
surgery, as well as physicians and 
staff from otolaryngology, neuro- 
surgery, audiology, speech/lan- 
guage pathology, psychology, 
dentistry and orthodontics. 
Kane shuns one stereotype of 
surgeons, who are often thought to 
be attracted to the field by hands- 
on, immediate feedback rather 
than long-term relationships with 
patients. 
"I've lucked into a field in 
which I have the privilege of fol- 
lowing kids and developing im- 
portant connections with patients 
from the time they are infants to 
maturity," Kane says. "The position 
allows me to have intimate rela- 
tionships with families over time, 
doing work that is not only imme- 
diate but has a long-range impact." 
Susan Mackinnon, M.D., the 
Sydney M. Jr. and Robert H. 
Shoenberg Professor and chief of 
the Division of Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery, says Kane 
has the admiration of his patients 
and their parents. 
"Alex is the penultimate sur- 
geon-scientist," Mackinnon says. 
"His patients benefit from his 
all-encompassing knowledge of 
the field of pediatric plastic sur- 
gery and his technical excellence. 
He is the unique combination of a 
critical thinker, expert technical 
surgeon and a gentleman. 
"Alex's dedicated focus on the 
assessment and treatment of pa- 
tients with cleft lip and palate and 
craniofacial malformations has 
altered the management of these 
devastating problems," she says. 
"He has combined expert surgical 
skills with critical research think- 
ing, and working with an out- 
standing team that he has as- 
sembled over the last decade, he 
has positively changed his pa- 
tients' lives forever." 
Career change 
While earning a bachelor's degree 
from Dartmouth College in com- 
puter science, Kane worked dur- 
ing the summers on Wall Street 
and took a job there after gradua- 
tion, but after several years, he 
grew disenchanted with the fi- 
nance industry. 
After spending a summer 
driving a cab in New York City, 
Kane became attracted to medi- 
cine but lacked the premedical 
undergraduate background. So, 
together, Kane and his then-girl- 
friend, now wife, Phyllis, decided 
to make career changes. Phyllis 
earned a master's degree in public 
policy from Columbia University 
in New York and then completed a 
second master's in social work at 
the George Warren Brown School 
of Social Work. Kane completed 
his premed courses in the eve- 
nings at WUSTL's University 
College while working full time in 
municipal finance at an invest- 
ment bank. 
Kane returned to Dartmouth 
College for medical school with an 
eye on surgery. He began a general 
surgery residency program at 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital and the 
School of Medicine. About 
halfway through the program, he 
became attracted to craniofacial 
imaging and found his calling. 
"I was really turned on by what 
was then novel and is now quite 
common — 3-D imaging of kids 
and taking radiology data and 
showing it in a new way," he says. 
"Previously what was flat and 
two-dimensional became three- 
dimensional with many new 
possibilities." 
Research focus 
After his fellowship in Taiwan, 
Kane spent a year at the National 
Institutes of Health studying the 
use of MRI to research soft palate 
function. But imaging techniques 
have changed tremendously in the 
past 10 years. 
"We now have on our desktop 
computers software that nearly 
instantly.allows us to see a 3-D 
image of a complete skull made . 
from a CT scan, which, when I 
started, took us about a day of 
work to prepare," Kane says. 
For a couple of years in the lab, 
Kane studied under Michael 
Vannier, M.D., and Jeffrey Marsh, 
M.D., former School of Medicine 
faculty who together published 
the first three-dimensional recon- 
struction of single CT slices of the 
human head. 
"What we developed is this 
archive of scans of kids from the 
mid-1980s to the present that we 
still maintain," he says. "We can 
take the old CT, MRI and surface- 
imaging data and reinterrogate it 
using new imaging techniques, 
which are ever-evolving." 
Kane also uses stereophoto- 
grammetry, which uses multiple 
cameras to generate a 3-D image 
of a patient's whole head without 
using radiation, so images can be 
taken repeatedly to evaluate pa- 
tients over a long period. Kane 
and his students are using the 
technique to study facial asymme- 
try in patients at area pediatri- 
cians' offices. 
"Everyone has facial asymme- 
try, but it is a nontrivial task to 
figure out what is normal, in a 
rigorous way," he says. 
Results of this research could 
help surgeons have baseline data 
on normal faces to which they can 
compare patients with a variety of 
craniofacial problems. 
Family man 
Kane's compassion for children 
also shows in his own family. He 
and Phyllis, who works in the 
Department of Psychiatry, have 
four children: Zev, Hava, Mose 
and Geli. 
"They're everything," Kane says 
of his children. 
In addition to spending time 
with his family, one of Kane's 
hobbies is building furniture, a 
skill he learned as a child growing 
up on Long Island, N.Y. 
His interest started with help- 
ing his father with carpentry tasks 
while rebuilding their home after 
a fire. As an undergraduate, Kane 
was employed in the student 
workshop. 
Alex A. Kane 
Hometown: Port Jefferson, NY. 
Family: Wife, Phyllis; children Zev, 
15; Hava, 13; Mose, 11; and Geli, 9 
Hobbies: Spending time with family, 
building furniture, running and 
swimming 
Other: Kane holds a U.S. patent on a 
device that allows lengthening of a 
bone by cutting it and slowly moving 
the pieces apart, which spurs new 
bone growth. The device is still in 
development. 
